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Upon ome of the. O VE R T U R I 
nent Calling. of Miniſters. - n 1 
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N « our. laſt Converſation "RK 
. told you, there were ſome. - 
ings in the OVE Ro. < 
URES,. both theſe 
| tranſmitted by the Commiſe- 3 : 
S 1 ion, and theſe by the laſt: 
n= Aſfenlly, Which in my 8 
pinion were 5 worſe Conſequence than 
thoſe which have been ſo loudly y exclaimed - 
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F againſt; when I told you ſome of them, yo ve 
wondered no Body had noticed them, fin P. 
| now they had for more than a Year ani 
_. half's Time been under the Conſiderat 
on of the Judicatories of the Churcb, by 
ſides a great deal of PRINT & abor 
them. Lou upon this urged me to ſe 
you my REM AR RK & upon them, di 
ſpecially ſuch of them, as I thought mo w 
liable to Cenſure : This I ſhall perſori fic 
in this Paper, and ſhall confine my ſelf ti 
ſuch Overtures only, as I think of grea 
WTTV 
THOSE I reckon are chiefly fheſ 
which concern the Electing and Calling o 
Mi niſters. Upon which Head you'! fine 
Tuandry Things different from the Practice 
of this Church, and ſeemingly contrary t 
the Liberties of the Church and Chriftis 
People. That you may have a fair an 
ftull View of this Affair I ſhall ſet dow 
the ſeveral OVERT UR E & which te 
& - f.. , lemon won 
IT HE xfis.in Chap. 2. Sect. 4. Art. 2d 
If they deſixe to hear others: C vg. Proba 
bb © 7i9yzys beſides theſe in the Bounds of the 
Pfesbytry] the Presbytry are firſt to invite 
E © them to preach before themſelves, andi 
they be ſatisfied with their Gifts and Teſti. 
mol, they are to appoint them to Preach 
ia their yacant Congregation. This ſeems 
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very hard both upon the Pyobationer and the 
cy meerly upon the Presbyrrie's Diſſatisfac- [ | 


of the Particulars in the Sermon they are 


weight, the Pariſh ſhould be adviſed to con- 
fider them before they goin toa C ALL, 


main Character of a Paſtor, aptneſs to Teach. 
cy upon this firſt lender Piece of Try, 0 | 8 
that no Relief is provided either to the Pa- : 4 
leſed by theſe OVER TURES. _ . +1 


6. The Elders of the vacant Congregati-. 
on acquaint the Presbyzry that they not ok» 


© ſon to ſupply the Vacancie, but have com- 
municate the ſame to the HerzXvr5 and other 


Heads of Families, and that they judge it j | 
© probable he will be generally Acceptable; 1 


the Perſon propoſed &c: Then they areto _ I 
* cauſe Intimationto be made of the CALL. 
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Pariſh, to refuſe his Preaching in the Vacan- \ 
tion with his Gifts upon their hearing one 
ſingle Sermon: In this caſe I ſhould think 
it juſt, the 'Presbytry ſhould give an Account 
diſſatisfied with, and if they be really of 
and advertiſed that if they do, the *Presby- 
ry may find the Probationer on Tryal un- 
fit for the Office as being one that wants the 


But to refuſe his Preaching in the Vacan- 


ſeems very unjuſt, and it's ſtill the wo 


riſh or Probatzoner if they think themſelves 3 


THE 2d is in Chap 2. Sed. 4. Article 


ly have had their Thoughts on a fit Per- 


And if the Presbytry be alſo fatisfie rith 
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and Chapter, where you ſee the Form of. a 
CAL L has thisplain Novelty in it, We 
the Heritors and Elders Nc. abe agre- 


Pariſh foreſaid, and Concurrence 4 the Reve- 


fend Presbytry of "+. i 


verture is to be turned into an Act, mult 
take Place in all the future CALLY of this 


Time to come without the Concurrence of 


Presbytry a 
the People, ſo that they cannot Call or E- 


great Grievance, and here. the vertures 


Church, If FE: are againſt the firſt, I fe 
no Reaſon why we ſhould be for the fecon 


Thing? The Frome bane r 
probation or Concurren 9 hen t 22 


of the C ALL. as quely. proceeded | 
Concurr with it ſo far as to take e the. 


under. Tr ryals, This 70 e is, iting 


e i and , ee ameSeaion 4 


eſ· N d with the Conſent af the , be 
vite, Call 

and Tntreat, &c. This Form, if this GO. 
Church : So that no Pariſh can Call in 


the Presbytry, which is plainly to give the 
y Negative over the 12 ALL of 


1:& . any Perſon without their Concurrence. 
The Laws have given us a Laick Patron 
which we juſtly complain of as a lt and 
give us an Fecleſaſticæ Pairan as if the 
former were not ſufficient Grievance 0 Ie 


if the one be 4 Grievance and I. yranny . _ 1 
yer the Church, 5 not the other te) fame + 3 


is preſented to them, "that 18, they on : a 6 


23 


2 probable Method to have the Grieyance I 8. 


from this Concurrence by the Overture Ar 
ticle 15. following. So that by the C.. 
vertures there is a twofold Concurrence of the 


r „ 
he 1 /f is, they muſt be ſatisfied with the chi 
Perſon propoſed, and Concurr with the Pale 
riſh in the CALL. to the Perſon, andi 
without this the Pariſh cannot Call. 4 


The 24d is a poſterior Concurrence with 
the CALL when it is laid before them, N 
ſo as to grant the Pariſhes Deſire of putting 
the Perſon called under Tryals, this laſt is 
very Juſt and Reaſonable, but for the firſt Jan 
there is no Reaſon at all; for it's certain- . 
Iy the Right of the Church to Elec and Cal Niet 
their own Paſtor whether the Presbytry 
Concurr or not, if they make a bad and 
indiſcreet Choice let the Presbyiry ſee to it, 
inthe Accuracy and Severity of their Try- . 
al, and re ject the Perſon called, if they: id -* 
- him upon Tryal Inſufficient, for no Body 
doubts but its their Rule from the inſpired MF" 
F Apoſtle to lay Hands ſuddenly upon no Ju 
r M0 
Now ,, I beg upon the whole, if In 
{ if you do not think this worſe than the Ne- 


gatine ſo generally diſliked, and that it in- in 
troduces a very dangerous Patronagt and In 


Tyranny into our Churches, and if this be I © 


Patronage removed from us, ſo far from * 
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it, that it ſeems to he a real Approbation of 
it. I nothing doubt but the Advocazes for 
the OVERTURES, when they find 
theſe Things objected, will explain away 
this, as they did a former Nega77ve, I ſhall 
te very glad they do ſo, ſeeing its for the 
Intereſt of the Churches of Chriſt they ſhould, 
tho? in the mean Time, Tm ſatisfied, I have 
aid nothing upon this Head, but what is a- 
zreeable to the lain, literal; obvious Senſe 
ing of the Paſſages I have quoted. 3 

A Fourth Paſſage is Paragraph 17 of the 
ame Section. The Presbytry is to conſider 
the Reaſonableneſs of the "Tranſportation 
deſired, and if that be not evident to them, 
ry they are not to concur in the Call, z. e. they 
Nate not to concurr in granting the Deſire of 
the Pariſh and Elder/bip of ſending one of 
their Number to preſide in Moderating of a 
Call,or they are not to concurr with the Call, 
now when preſented to them for their Ap- 
probation - and Concurrence . This in my 
Judgment is far beyond the ſixth Act of 
Aſſembly 1694, which is only an Advice 
and Recommendation to the Pariſh, to deſiſt. 
from the Purſuit, but 1 | 
as#his, to refuſe to coucui r, when the *Pari/h 


inſiſts. This puts me in mind of another O- 
verture in which all Advices and Recom- 
mendations of ſuperiour Courts have the 8 
Strength of a Law; 3 * find it in CO. 
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ut nothing ſo peremptory - 2 


1. Sect. 2 Paragr. . Pag. 18. The Gene 
kal Aſſembly enjoins all Kirk-Seffions un 
&  rually and diligently to obey and obſerve the At Ms 
* pointments and Recommendations of ſuperioy 
Waves So then they muſt obſerve 
andobey not only Appointments 4 Re 


commendations and Advices. 
I ſtil] thought they ſhould pay a due Re 
gard to their Recommendations and Advice 
but never dreamed but they might go con 
trary to them, if they thought them unreaſon 
Able or ine xpedient to their Caſe, and that 
they were at Liberty to obey them or no 
3 as they found Cauſe, elſe I ſee no difference 
e *twixt Appointments, Acts, Deciſions, and 
= Recommendations or Advices. But if we 
areto take Advice and Recommendationin 
this Senſe, then this ſhews what Senſe it 
dear in the OVERTURE of this A, 
t  jerbly 1720, viz. If a Queſtion fall out ing 
Seſſion zu Matters of Diſcipline ro be execute 
Fo bythe Miniſter, then-nothing ſhould be conclu. I tf 
died wnlcſs it it be agreed to by the Maniſier * 
and Plarality of the Elders, till the Preshy- I; 
try gi ve their Advice and Direction thereupon. 
In this Senſe of the Word, it's plain by Ad- I u 
vice and Direction muſt be meant Deciſion, I oT 
or what 1s intirely equivalent to it, fo that I -- 
the Affair cannot return to the n to be P 
bo them decided contrary to this Advice, Ik 
which is the Senſe ſome have put OO t 
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| 1. 100 A ED. 
To ſupport this, is what we find in Chap. 2 
dect. 4. Paragr. 19. If the Per)on called be a 
Miſter fetled in anothcr Congregation, the 
Commiſſioners of the vacant Pariſh, with one. 
commiſſionated from the Pre sbytry, if need be, 
ae 10 af ly to the Presbytry to Which he be- 
longs, This if need be, is to be underſtood 
i they concurr not with the CALL as a- 
bove, for the Reaſon ſpecified in Para. I7. 
tho? I think it the hardeſt Matter that can be, 
won that Reaſon not to Concurr. To 
the ſame Purpoſe is that in Sf. 6. Par. 2. 
Wiz. 78 1 Tanſportations, Thefuit Step is to 
ſee the CALL be legally proceeain, and 
approved by the Presbytry in whoſe Bounds 
the vacant ,Pari/Þ is. It the Presbytry con- 
curr not, I ſee no need of their Appro- 
bation, ſince the End ofthat is for Concur- 
rence : it would ſeem ſuthcient in that Caſe, 
that it be atteſted by the Miniſter who moder- 
ated in the CALL: but ſtill the great 
Complaint will be that a Presbytry approves 
of a CALL as legally proceeded in, 


: and deny their Concurrence to proſecute _ 
7 it. For my Part, if they find the One, 1 think : 


they ſhould be obliged to do the other. 
hen you put all theſe together, the 
Thought will be unavoidable, that the Com- 
pilers have had their Eye to a very ſpeci» A 
al and particular Caſe which every Body Þ@ 
"| knows, for to this Caſe are all theſe Cause 1 


eſpecially adjuſted,  _ * - 
5 8 - 7 B 2 1 85 + | 4 
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1 ſhall only further notice to you, the 
State of the Vote in Tranſportations when 
the Pariſh calling is in a different Presbyry, 
© HSect.s. para. 19. Then the Queſtion is, Di 
ſolwe his Relation or not. Thall only Re 
” mark here, that this is very hard upon the 
Minter. His Relation is diſſolved to the 
Parith he is in Poſſeſſion of, and he is not 
certain if the Presbytry to which he is tranſ 
ee receive him or not, and by that means 
he may come to be in the State of Mr., auI 
of Kilſpindie, loſe botn. 55 
„ I ſhall not at this Time make any Re. 
| Marks about the OV ER TURES that 
concern General Seſſions, both becauſe ſo 
much has been ſaid upon that Head, and 
"becauſe I do not ſee any more ſhould be ſaid 
- untill the Aſſembly receivein the Reports from 
the Parties, and Presbytries in whoſe Bounds 
they are, in which Caſe I think they ſtand 
_ obliged to tranſmit them to the Presbytries n 
= . foritheir REMARES C 
I ſhall end ths LETTER by one I 
Remark upon the OVERTURESY e 
tranſmitted by this preſent 4ſſembly 1720, t 
aanent Calling of Miniſters in the Iaſt Pa- © 
ragrapb of which they ſay. + WW v 
EF Laſily, In caſe of vacant Kirks in Royal 
Burghs, the Magiſtrate} and Town-Comuncil, W 2 
Miniſters and Elders, of the Burgh be the 
1 5 Elec tors. | But when a Part of the P 5 1 
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Elders of that Part of the vacant Pariſh are 
to oyn in the Election and Calling of the 
Miniſters to ſupply theſe Vacancies, accor- 
ding to uſe and wont. . e 
LT HE firſt Thing I remark here is, what 
Concern this has with the Title of the Act. 
viz. of planting vacant Churches, eſpecially 
1anquam jure devoluto, this lait Part of the 
Act has no Relation to the 745 devolutum 


that I can ſee, upon what View or Defign 
it has papt in here where no Body could ex 


pect it, is not for me to gueſs. 3 
24ly, How Irrational, Ine xpedient and out 
of the Road is it for our Church Judicatures 
to make Acts and OY E R TURES to 
declare who are Legal Callers; for no Body 
can imagine that Magiſtrates, Town-Conncil, 
Heretors, as ſuch, are Electors and Callers by 
Divine Right, as Members of the Church 


no doubt they are, but not as Magzſtrates, 
Council or Heritors. It belongs to the: 

Legiſlature to declare who are Legal Coe 3 
unless 


ers, and not to our Judicatures, 
they deſign to uſurp the Legiſlature: - If's 
our Buſineſs only to concern our ſelves 
with a Goſpel CALL, and who are 
Callers by Divine Right, and never to do 


any Thing ꝛagainſt a Goſpel C A LL, but 


by all means to promote it, whether, it be 
Legal or not; and by the Way T tale 
Terk, . N ; ; . * 2 ; the | 
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belongs to the Land ward, the Heritors and 
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the r to recommend to you a Book I 5 
- writ laſt Year upon this Subject as a very h 
Pious and worthy Performance, intituled Il 5, 
| 87 pulz, which I think every Minuiſter ſhould 7 
— e 
3ahͤ, T find the Miniſtert in Burghs are 
by this OVERTURE. made Caller, il |. 
| this is what I do not underſtand; I own ff & 
| * Mrniſters ſhould be conſulted with in Calling ill 6 
| of their Colleagues, and that their People 

| thould' pay a juſt Regard to their Judg- IM {1 
ments, and when they do ſo, I think Mini- 
fſters ſhould lay it dewn to themſelves as a 
F Rule, That whom the Church of God chooſe 
to be their Miniſier, him they are obliged to 
make their Colleague, unleſs they have 
Things to alledge againſt the Perſon, which 
Will bear weight before the Presbym. 
If Miniſters be Callers, JI do not ſee but the 
Form of a (CALL in the OV E R- 
- FURES Pag. 69. muſt be altered, for 
there they invite the called to take the Charge 
E of their Souls, and then promiſe Encourage- 
ment and Submi ſſion to his Miniſtry in the 
Dord but then its not only the Miniſter who 
t tobe Colleague to him, that called, but all 
the Miniſters in the Burgh, and in ſome 
Burghs, with Principals and Profeſſors who 
E are alſo Miniſters tho' not in the Burgh 
= they will make a goodly Number; What 
Reset there is for this I ſee not, unleſs i 
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AS 
be that they have on 


. 


but it's as good that all the Miuiſtert of the 


re Common Presbytry. But why is this Privi- 


5, Wl ledge confined by the Overiure to Mini- 
fers in Burghs, fince there ate abundance af 
S Collegiat Kirks which are not Burghs, and 

e yet it's confin'd to Miniſters in Burghs; © 
> Ml What the Detigy and View here is I leave _ 


you to gueſs. _ 
clared to be Callers, I have heard of Ek 


lever heard of the Elders of the Burgh; 
have the Elders, by being Elders of a par- 
ticular. Kirk, alſo a Relation as Elders to 
the whole Burgh ? Are their Edicts and E- 
lections, forthe whole Burgh, and ſerved in 
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uy 


muſt mean either the Elders of the. particus 


are Cillers.- \ 
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in the Burgh meeting in a General Set. 
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Common Ceneral SS | 
fon, and if that Reaſon be good, I ſee not 


Presbytry ſhould be Callers, fince they are 1 J 
all in that Senſe Colleagues, by having one 


4thly, The Elders of the Burgh are de- 
ders of the Kirk, but this is the firſt Time 


all the Kirks? By Elders of the Burgh they , 
lar vacant Kirk, and theſe no Body doubts 
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OR 2dly, By Elders of the Burgh I judge 1 
is meant the Elders of all the diſtinct K 


on. and ſo by this Act the General Seffion are 
made Callers in prejudice. of the Rights f 
the particular Se/zons, which is a Caſe not 
yet decided, and looks very unfair to de. 
Ec: 3 e 
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Eo "78 
e bbs . i * general and double faced 


Ulauſe, which no Body could Cat firſt 
View to be the Deſign of it. I ſay it wit 
rkegrate, thoſe little Arts are Things unwor 
I | "4h of our Courts, what they have in them 
of the Wiſdom of the Serpent Iſhall not ſay, 
but ſure Lam they are far from the harm- 
leſneſs of the Dove; and it's ſo much the 


| I  worle becauſe of the laſt Clauſe of the next 


Overture about Geral Seſſions, for by this 


| 1 A all the Presbytries ate lulled aſleep, and ex. 
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